
 
 

2019 OHIO INVENTION CONVENTION 
 
717 E 17th Ave, Columbus, OH 43211 | Sunday, July 28, 2019 
  
IMPORTANT EVENT DAY INFORMATION:  Please review this entire document thoroughly.  
 
 

Inventor and Chaperone Tickets:  Inventor and Chaperone tickets were mailed on 7/16/19 to all families who submitted 
their address by the mailing deadline.  Tickets will be available at the Ohio State Fair at Invention League will-call, located at 
Cardinal Gate (best option) or the Gate at 17th between the hours of 830am – 10:30am and 2:30pm – 4:30pm at the. On 
call will-call will be available outside of those hours by texting 513-615-5402 at the Cardinal and 17th gates. 

 
Additional fair tickets are available for purchase at the gate.  Cost for parking is $5.00, per vehicle.  Visit 
https://ohiostatefair.com/tickets-pricing for additional fair pricing info.  
 

  

https://ohiostatefair.com/tickets-pricing


Volunteers:  We welcome inventor family members and friends, 16 years or older, to volunteer (unaccompanied) at the 
event. We welcome younger students to volunteer with an adult chaperone. Volunteers receive a complimentary fair 
ticket to thank you for your support.  Please sign up to help today: http://www.inventionleague.org/be-a-hero/ and select 
“Volunteer” and then “State Event Volunteer” to register. Thank you!     

 

Directions to the Ohio State Fairgrounds:  I-71 to 17th Avenue/Exit 111. Signs and parking attendants will direct guests to 
the proper parking areas. The closest parking and entrance will be the Kasich Hall Gate. Upon arrival you will head to the 
Kasich Hall building. For more specific driving directions:  https://ohiostatefair.com/driving-directions/.  
 

Competition Structure:  

• Grades K-4 (during the 2018-19 school year) competing in the morning session. 

• Grades 5-8 (during the 2018-19 school year) will participate in the afternoon. 

• Where teammates are from different grades, the team will attend the session of the higher grade. 

• Invention League cannot accommodate requests to change or swap sessions.   
 

Inventor Check In/Set Up:  

• At check-in inventor’s will receive their badge, judge circle #, official 2019 state finalist t-shirt, and a program. 
Parent/guardians and the posted volunteers will help inventors locate their judge circle by their assigned number, 
finding their certificate, marking the space where they should set up their prototype and materials. Each prototype and 
all materials must fit within the 2’x3’ table space they are provided. A parent, sibling or educator may set up an 
inventor’s prototype and trifold. The inventor does not have to be present for set up.  

• If the inventor’s presentation requires the use of electronics (i.e. smart phone, tablet, laptop, etc.) the inventor should 
keep those items with them until the time of judging. As is indicated in the “Official Rules” and the “Student Journal”, 
Inventors are not permitted access to electricity in the prototype room (battery operation is permitted).  Make sure 
the electronic device is fully charged before judging as there are no exceptions to the electricity access rule in the 
prototype room. 

• No person is permitted to touch, handle or move another inventor’s prototype or materials.  The only intellectual 
property you should handle is your own.  Volunteers will be available if you have questions about placement of your 
invention and materials. 

• The set-up time for the K-4 inventors is 9:00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m., in the Kasich Hall.  Please use the Kasich Hall entrance.  
Once the award ceremony has completed, grade K-4 inventors will return to Kasich Hall to remove their inventions and 
take them to their cars.  Award-earning inventors are asked to leave their inventions up and stay until instructed. 

• The set-up time for inventors in grades 5-8 is 3:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m., also in Kasich Hall.   
o Inventors participating in the afternoon session are permitted to drop off their prototype, trifold board and journal 

in a box (es), labeled with the inventor’s name, at the Kasich Hall between 9:00 – 10:15 and  
12:00 – 2:00, for storage, until the 3:00 set-up time.   

o Inventors in the afternoon session dropping off items early will not be able to register until 3:00 p.m.  Please do not 
try to drop off the items between 10:15 a.m. and 11:45 a.m. as judging for the K-4 inventors will be taking place 
at that time. 

o Alternately, inventors competing in the afternoon may leave their inventions in their vehicles until the 3:00 p.m. set 
up time.  Just make sure to get stamped at the fair gate before going back out to the car. 

o Once the award ceremony has completed, grade 5-8 inventors will return to Kasich Hall to remove their inventions 

and take them to their cars.  Award-earning inventors are asked to leave their inventions up and stay until 

instructed. 

What to Wear: Inventors will be receiving a 2019 Invention Convention T-shirt upon check in on July 28th, donated by 
Honda, our generous and supportive sponsor.  Inventors should be prepared to change into their competition T-shirt and 
must wear it during the inventor’s judging session (without a jacket or other clothing covering it) and the awards ceremony.  
 

Inventor Drop Off/ Pick Up at Judge Circles:  

• Morning session – Inventor must be escorted by a parent/guardian to their judging circle by 10:00 a.m.  Parent/ 
guardian will be asked to return at 11:30 a.m. to await re-entrance to the judge circle to pick up their inventor.  
Inventors will not be released prior to 11:30 a.m., parents are able to leave/volunteer during that time.   

• Afternoon session - Inventors must be escorted by a parent/guardian to their judging circle by 4:00 p.m. 

Parent/guardian will be asked to return at 5:30 p.m. to await re-entrance to the judge circle to pick up their inventor.  

Inventors will not be released prior to 5:30 p.m., parents are able to leave or volunteer during that time.  

http://www.inventionleague.org/be-a-hero/
https://ohiostatefair.com/driving-directions/


• Inventors will not be permitted to leave their judging circle until the judging process is complete and their 
parent/guardian has arrived at the judge circle to pick them up.  Please make sure your inventor uses the restroom 
prior to your dropping them off at their judge circle.  

• We are only able to keep this program free for schools and students because of our generous sponsors and our pool 
of dedicated volunteers. A large number of short volunteer jobs are still open, including Prototype Room monitors 
which allow a parent to help watch over the judge circles (though not their own students) and interact with the 
inventors when the judges are deliberating. During the judging periods, judges will return to the circle to relieve 
Prototype Room Monitors (parents) in time for them to pick up their students in their own circles.  Please consider 
helping out, visit https://www.inventionleague.org/be-a-hero/, scroll down and select “Volunteer” and then “State 
Event Volunteer” to see all of the volunteer roles available.  

 

Judging:  

• The Ohio competition judging is set up in judge circles.  Each judge circle will host 6 prototypes and anywhere from 6 to 
9 inventors (with teams).  Judge circles are set up by grade so that inventors are evaluated with their peers.  In a judge 
circle each inventor will have the opportunity to spend 3 minutes sharing information about their invention and 
inventing experience and demonstrating using their prototype (the pitch), followed by questions from the judges and 
their peers.  Judges will move to the judge area after the interviews to deliberate, review the journals and work 
together to finalize a single scoresheet. During this time, parent volunteer parents (Prototype Room Monitors) will be 
assigned to watch over the judge circles.  Judges will return to the circles after deliberating to relieve the parents, 
freeing them up to be available to pick up their own inventor when it is time. A combination of more than one grade 
level of inventor may be in the same circle, but those grades will be sequential.   

• As a reminder, parents will not be permitted in the judging circle with their inventor, though parent volunteers 

(Prototype Room Monitors) will be permitted in the judging area (though not near their own inventor). Please consider 

helping out as a Prototype Room Monitor, visit https://www.inventionleague.org/be-a-hero/, scroll down and select 

“Volunteer” and then “State Event Volunteer” to see all of the volunteer roles available.  

Awards & Eligibility:  

• An inventor must be present for both judging and the awards ceremony to be eligible to win scholarships/prizes. 

• For teams, when a teammate is unable to participate the other teammate will still be allowed to participate.  Only the 
teammate who is present for judging and the awards ceremony is eligible to receive awards/prizes. 

• After the awards ceremony, inventors receiving 
awards will need to stay for pictures with their 
inventions.  All other inventors will pack their 
inventions and take them to their cars. 

 
We look forward to seeing you soon! 
 
The Team at Invention League 
 
Questions? Write to info@inventionleague.org.  

CAN FOOD DRIVE - HELP US FIGHT HUNGER   
 

July 24 – August 4 @ The Ohio State Fair 
 

THE GOAL: 
o To help those in need. 2nd:   
o To donate 5,000 cans with your help to accomplish this.    
 

COLLECTION POINTS: * Rhodes Center lobby * Lausche Youth 
Center * Creative Arts Center * Kasich Hall  

https://www.inventionleague.org/be-a-hero/
https://www.inventionleague.org/be-a-hero/
mailto:info@inventionleague.org

